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In a modern world still struggling to
achieve religious coexistence, there has
been a recent burgeoning of scholarship
aimed at examining the history of such
coexistence. Most of these studies focus on
developments in the seventeenth century
and beyond. This book redirects attention
earlier, to the first half of the sixteenth
century, and argues that impulses to
toleration were already at work even amid
the religious upheaval of the European
Reformations.In the early modern
metropolis of Antwerp, the author finds a
wealthy merchant city struggling to
balance the competing interests of
municipality and empire. While their
imperial overlords attempted to impose
religious uniformityvia increasingly
repressive anti-heresy edicts, the city
fathers of Antwerp found ways to
circumvent those laws in order to
accommodate the religious heterodoxy of
their most valued inhabitants. The result
was the development of pragmatically
tolerant practices that arose in the service
of fundamentally nonreligious motivations.
 Via a series of case studies, this book
documents the development of such
practices on the part of the Antwerp
fathersas they defended their heterodox
inhabitants. It seeks to understand the
motivations underlying the councilors
lenient treatment of heterodoxy in their
city, and attempts to answer the question of
how we are to understand such
pragmatically tolerant behavior as part of
the broader history of religious tolerance in
the Christian West.  Victoria Christman is
associate professor of history at Luther
College.
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