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This study of public library policy traces
the origins of the leisure function to the
reforms of the mid-19th century, describing
how the differing approaches to fiction
provision were determined by library
committees according to the political,
social and religious beliefs of their
members. Drawing on research and case
study material, the book throws light on
libraries ambivalent relationship with
leisure and discusses: librarians as leisure
managers; charges for fiction borrowing;
the influence of social and economic
climates, and of local and national politics.
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