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Vol. IIL 1874. No. 7. The Twentieth
Ordinary General Meeting wa held on
Wednesday, the 14th January, 1874, Sir
William Thomson, P.RS., LL.D., President,
in the Chair. The President read his
Inaugural Address as follows :G entlemen,
I thank you most cordially for the great
honour you have done me in electing me to
be your President for the year 1874. Our
first two Presidents, Mr. Siemens and Mr.
Scudamore, in their interesting and
valuable addresses, have explained the
object of theS ociety ofT elegraph
Engineers, and have amply demonstrated
its reason for existence. The success which
it has already achieved, exceeding the most
sanguine expectations of its well-wishers,
must be very gratifying to its
public-spirited founders, as a fruit earned
by the toil and trouble they have
voluntarily bestowed upon it. In numbers,
in popularity, in usefulness, theS ociety ofT
elegraph Engineers has indeed grown with
telegraphic speed. When first addressed
from the presidential chair, not quite two
years ago, theS ociety consisted of 110
members. Since that time it has augmented
to 500: including our Postmaster-G eneral;
theD irectors-G eneral of the great
Telegraphic Administrations of Great
Britain and I ndia; many of the officers and
operators of those systems and of the
greatS ubmarine Telegraph Companies;
many scientific men interested in the
subject, although not holding official
positions in connection with practical
telegraphy; and a list of distinguished
names constituting our honorary and
foreign members. g., vvvn
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